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Dear WSL Members, 
 

How can it be that an entire year has come and gone?  I think time speeds up when you are busy, and as WSL 
members, we have definitely been busy this spring. 
 

Our annual benefit ball took place this year on March 4.  It was a truly glorious event!  Letha Bowen , Tricia 
Wiggs  and the entire Ball Committee  gave us an evening that was perfect in every way - decorations, food, 
presentation, band, casino, silent auction - it all turned out to be the ball we hoped for and so much more!  It 
was so fun to see our senior JSL students in their ball gowns and tuxedos.  Special thanks to our Silent Auction 
chair, Mary K. Peltier , and the Silent Auction Committee .  These amazing women raised over $50,000.00 
with the Christmas Tree Benefit Drawing and the ball Silent Auction.  Special thanks also to our ball advisor, 
Laura Hyde  for her patience and wisdom, and to Joan LeSauvage , ball guru, for being the rudder that kept us 
on the right course.  Letha and Tricia worked tirelessly for nearly an entire year to ensure the success of this 

event.  The result of their commitment is one of the largest gifts we have ever been able to give to ETSO - drum roll please - 
$171,000.00!  They will present the check to ETSO at their May board meeting. 
 

I had the privilege again this year to attend the Texas Association of Symphony Orchestras (TASO)  conference in Austin at the end of 
March.  Also attending were Annette Findley , LaVerne Gollob , Joyce Hudnall . 
Laura Hyde , Amy Cole , Amy Fleming , and Joi Smith .  Three of our projects 
were chosen to be presented this year - our Young Peoples Series Concerts, 
Beethoven Lives Upstairs; Texas Guitar Quartet, A Unique Collaboration; and the 
silent auction project from our Sound of Music ball, Vintage Treasures.  We met 
two wonderful women from the New Mexico Symphony Orchestra (all of the rest 
of the member orchestras are from Texas).  One of their projects, a bar-b-que 
dinner fundraiser, won an award.  Less than two weeks after TASO, the New 
Mexico Symphony closed its doors.  Symphonies large and small across the 
country are struggling.  We are fortunate that even in these tougher economic 
times, our symphony is holding its own.  The work we do through WSL is vital to 
ETSOôs present and future. 
 

Membership VP, Susan Bracken , mailed out the membership renewals on April 
1.  The deadline for returning them was May 1.  Itôs not too late!  If your packet 
has disappeared, contact Susan and she will be happy to forward a new one to 
you.  The forms are also online at wsltyler.org. 
 

I did not have good fortune this year when it came to our general meetings and 
weather!  The February meeting was canceled because of ice.  We had 
thunderstorms and tornados during the April meeting.  Even though the weather 
was scary bad on April 26, we still had really great attendance.  I had just gotten 
through the business portion when a gentleman from First Presbyterian came into 
the sanctuary to tell us that the sirens were sounding and we needed to go to the 
basement.  It was scary, but also hilarious!  Joyce Hudnall  started singing the 
hymn they sang on the Titanic, Nearer My God To Thee.  Thank goodness for 
smart phones.  Everyone was able to watch the radar and leave when it looked 
okay for their route home.  Iôm so sorry we didnôt have the opportunity to hear 

Michael Thrasher and Vicki 
Conway  perform.  They have 
promised to reschedule. 
 

I ñpassed the batonò to Amy Fleming  at the Joint Board Meeting on May 3.  The 
Joint Board Meeting Committee  and their chair, Vickie Cooper , hosted a 
wonderful meeting and luncheon in Vickieôs beautiful new home.  Amy will be a 
fabulous president!  I am looking forward to being a part of her board. 
 

Thank you feels inadequate for the depth of appreciation I have for each of you.  
Thank you for allowing me this wonderful opportunity to serve as WSL President 
this year.  The blessings I received are too many to count; my cup really is full and 
spilling over.  I am looking forward to chairing the ball next year with Catherine 
Harrison .  If you are ñparty girlò, call us!  We would love to have you on the ball 
committee! 
 
Hugs to all, 
 
 

Treacey Smith 
2010-2011 President, Womenôs Symphony League of Tyler 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TASO BRINGS TOGETHER 
WSL LEADERSHIP 

 

The 2011 TASO Conference was held in 
Austin, March 31st thru April 3rd.  In 
attendance were 8 past, present and future 
Tyler WSL Presidents. Front row (l to r) 
LaVerne Gollob (1991-1992), Annette Findley 
(1994-1995), Laura Hyde (1996-1997) and 
Joyce Hudnall (1973-1974, 2009-2010).  Back 
row (l to r) Treacey Smith (2010-2011), Amy 
Cole (2012-2013), Joi Smith (2008-2009) and 
Amy Fleming (2011-2012).    

 

2010-2011 WSL President, Treacey Smith, 
hands off the leadership baton to 2011-2012 
WSL President, Amy Fleming, at the May 3rd  
Joint Board Meeting held at the home of Vickie 
Cooper.  
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Ms. Pam Eikner, 2011 Noted Circle Honoree: Honoring one of East Texasô  ñfriend of TYOò, 
advocate of the arts and supporter of orchestral music for the youth in our area, is an event the Tyler 
Youth Orchestras looks forward to each year.  TYOôs concert and dinner is the largest fundraiser  with 
our honored guests in attendance:  students, family members, community leaders, and even a guest 
choir.   UT-Tylerôs Ornelas Activity Center was filled to capacity for the annual TYO Noted Circle 
Dinner and Concert on February 27, 2011.   

 
This yearôs honoree, Ms. Pam Eikner, a former TYO Board Member, started a Suzuki violin studio 
beginning with 5 students, growing to 45 in a few years, as well as starting The Celebration Company 
Choir.  She taught at Grace Community School for 13 years, building the program from 10 students to 
113, encompassing middle school and high school including four competitive orchestras and 
ensembles winning some prestigious awards.   Just to name a few, some honors Ms. Eikner has 
received include:  TAPPS Fine Arts Teacher of the Year, Grace Community School Upper Campus 
Teacher of the Year, and Tyler Rotary Teacher of the Year.    
Ms. Eikner is currently Director of Music at Fifth Street Presbyterian Church, Founder and Director of 

Voices of Faith Christian Community Youth Choirs, and Director of the Suzuki Violin Program at Cumberland Academy Charter 
School.  She is also frequently invited to adjudicate music competitions, which she loves doing!  It was a privilege to honor Ms. Pam 
Eikner as the 2011 TYO Noted Circle Honoree. 

 
TYO Presidentôs  Award:    Ms. Emily Williams was presented with the  1st Annual ñTYO Presidentôs Awardò which recognizes a TYO 
musician who exemplifies the standards and character of what an advocate of true musicianship should be and one who goes beyond 

the rehearsal and performance halls to be an Ambassador to the TYO Organization.    
The program also included a special feature presenting the world premier piece ñRoaring Forkò by 
Composer, Roger Zare. This piece was commissioned for the TYOôs Music Project under the 
directorship of Ryan Ross, TYOôs Music Director.   
 
The Tyler Youth Orchestra wants to express our deepest appreciation of this successful season of 
partnership we share with the WSL, ETSO,  JSL, TISD, and TJC as with the many supporting 
parents.  Working as a team, we have been able to provide scholarships, opportunities of 
excellent advanced music education, performance opportunities, and fun for music students within 
our community.  We look forward to an even more musical 2011-2012 season. 
 
TYO is open to all students (home school, private school, public school) by audition. For more 
information regarding  season events, audition schedules, rehearsal and performance dates and 
activities, please log on to our web site at www.tyleryouthorchestra.org or our facebook  page for 
more details and photos.   

 

 
Storms played havoc with two WSL General 
Meetings, causing  WSL President, Treacey 
Smith, to direct that all Active Members of WSL 
receive 2  meeting credits for 2010-2011.  
Pictured left are members seeking shelter  in the 
basement of First Presbyterian Church at the April 
26th Meeting as tornado warning sirens went off 
in the city.   

Emily Williams with TYO-
Patrons President, Jan Gray, 
and TYO President, Joni 
Farmer. 

Saturday, July 9, 2011 
8 pm 

TJC Wise Auditorium 
               TYO/Take 2 Classic Rock Band Concert 

 

The Tyler Youth Orchestra will be combining with the Take 2 classic rock band for an evening 

of classic rock. If you like the Moody Blues, Beatles, the Eagles, or Collective Soul then this 90 
minute concert, with professional sound and lights, is sure to please. The proceeds from our 
tickets sales will provide funds for new and repaired percussion equipment for the youth 
orchestra. Tickets are only $15 and are available as presale only at Centerstage music in the 
Green Acres shopping center and at Tatum music on Front Street in Tyler and Longview 

locations. You can also go to www.take2band.com and order your tickets through the mail. So 

get your bellbottoms and your peace signs out of storage and come enjoy the classic sound of 
a rock band combined with an orchestra. This will be a magical evening. 

Save the Date  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

On a recent tour, ETSO Board 
Members,  D.M. Edwards, Verna Hall, 
Deb Harris and Jane Keller, check out 
the progress of the renovations at the 
Liberty Hall Theater. 

NCD Honoree Pam Eikner 
with Joni Farmer, TYO 
President  and Kent 
Nicholson, TYO Board 
Member. 
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members were honored with a formal Presentation Ball came true!  Our spectacular 

Red Carpet Ball  exceeded its billing.  If the many compliments that we have 

received are to be believed, the guests had a legendary time in a magnificently 
decorated ballroom reminiscent of Hollywood. While our hope all year was to host 
an elegant, yet fun and entertaining party, we also wanted to raise as much money 
as possible to benefit the East Texas Symphony Orchestra.  Since our Ball is the 

single largest donor to ETSO, we did not want to embarrass ourselves after the tremendous financial success of last 
yearôs Ball and its illustrious Tri-Chairs.  Thanks to our Underwriting Co-Chairs, Kim Farrell  and Andrea Riley , whose 
budgeted goal was the most ever; and Senior Gift Chair, Bonnie Palmer  with the largest amount ever given in honor of 
our JSL Seniors; and all of your  help, we were able to write the 3rd largest check to ETSO in WSL history.  
 

Without the dedication of our tireless Committee Chairs and their 75 committee members, our dream could not have 
become a reality. It has been said all year, that our Committee Chairs were All-Stars, and were without a doubt the most 
talented, hard working group of ñcan-doò ladies that we have ever had the privilege to work with.  So, thank you for your 
patience as you worked with two ñgreenò Ball Chairs. Thank goodness for our advisor, Laura Hyde!  

 

Our Committee Chairs were:  
 

Administrative Assistant: Betty Stokes        Advisor: Laura Hyde  
Ball Week Assistant: Lynette Ruby         Bar: Michelle Carr  
Benefit Drawing: Ann Jarrell         Casino: Susan Davis  
Correspondence: Jill Cobb         Decorations: Joan LeSauvage  
Entertainment/Service Contracts: Beth Whitney       Food: George Ann Reed & Joan LeSauvage  
Treasure Boxes: Lou Ann Berman & Patricia Cline       Treasure Boxes: LeaAnn Ramsey Fritz  
Invitations: Sandi Hegwood         Programs: Sunni Brookshire  
Presentation/ Backstage: Jane Carroll        Presentation/Rehearsal: Lynn Ramey  
Presentation Script: Suzanne Curtis & Andrea Walker    Production: Linda Rowe  
Publicity: Dana Skillman          Reservations: Lisa Mueller & Lucy Easley  
Senior Gifts: Bonnie Palmer         Silent Auction: Mary K. Peltier  
Treasurer: Tina Pollard          Underwriting: Kim Farrell & Andrea Riley  
Video/ Audio: Kristen Seeber         Volunteer/Hospitality: Laurie Ann Frank  
 

If we were giving out an ñOscar,ò it would definitely go to Mary K. Peltier , Silent Auction Chair, 
for her historic success.  Including the ticket sales for the Christmas tree, donated by Mr. R.L. Davis and The Christmas 
Store, she and her committee showed a 55% increase over last year!  Of course, that would not have been possible 
without all of you who aggressively bid on the fabulous array of items that the committee had collected.  To each of you 
bidders, THANK YOU! 

 

Without our Presenting Sponsor, American State Bank; The Academy Award 
Contributors, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Z. Ornelas; The Grammy Award 
Contributors, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Bowen, Donna and Randal Brooks, Mr. D.M. 
Edwards and Mr. Welby C. Edwards, and Peaches and Louis Owen, and over 
80 other individuals or entities that unselfishly donated to the Ball, none of this 
would have happened.  Please accept our sincere gratitude. 
 

We also could not have been successful without our generous sponsors. They 
were: 
Band Stage Sponsor: BBVA Compass Bank 
Bar Sponsors: American State Bank, Ramey & Flock, P.C. and the John Rich              
Family 

Valet Parking: East Texas Title Company and Flowers Davis, P.L.L.C. 
Invitation Postage: American State Bank 
Benefit Drawing Tickets: Austin Bank 
Reception Music: Dr. and Mrs. John F. Hudnall 
Hors Dôoeuvres Stations: Dr. and Mrs. Britt  Ruby and Bill and Jody Turner  
Security: Craig E. Harrison, M.D., Plastic and  Reconstructive Surgery 
Coat Check:  BSCENE Magazine 
 

Thanks to Shannon Murphey, Murphey the Jeweler, for donating the gorgeous 
necklace and earring suite valued at over $7,000 won by our very own President-
Elect Amy Fleming. We appreciate Chair, Ann Jarrel,  and her committee for their 
dedication. 

WSL  

Red Carpet  Ball  

Wrap-Up 

Photo courtesy of Randy Phillips Photography 

Photo courtesy of BSCENE Magazine 

Photo courtesy of BSCENE Magazine 
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Again, Ramsey-Fritz donated their signature ñTreasure Boxesò and they sold out early in the evening.  LeaAnn wrapped 
and donated 99 gifts guaranteed to contain at least a $50 item or gift certificate and one Grand Prize Box which 
contained a lovely ladyôs watch worth $1,800.  The lucky winner of this amazing prize was Sarah Cannon.  Lou Ann 
Berman  and Tish Cline  did an awesome job, and we also appreciate the 
Apache Belles for helping us sell the Treasure Boxes and Benefit Drawing 
tickets.  Thanks Ladies! 
 

We received rave reviews, not only on the gorgeous decorations handled by 
Joan LeSauvage, Strong Productions and Jerryôs Flowers, but our guests 
absolutely loved the food catered by Sterling Affairs.  Kudos go to George 
Ann Reed  and Joan  for presenting such a satisfying menu.  For the first time 
ever, the Programs were full color and were magnificent. Thanks Sunni 
Brookshire  for your expertise. Thanks to TYO for their lovely performance 
during the reception.  The casino was hopping all night long, thanks to Chair 
Susan Davis .  However, the hit of the show was undoubtedly Dr. Larry ñT-
Byrdò Gordon and his show band that Beth Whitney  secured for us!  The 
dance floor was crowded all night and his music appealed to all our guests.  Thanks to that special donor that made it 
happen.  The JSL members loved being able to ñperformò on stage with them and everyone of every age danced the 
night away.  [On a sad note, we extend our condolences to the family of Dr. Gordon who passed away on April 19th 
from several health issues. He and his band helped make our Ball such a wonderful success.] 

 

We appreciate the extraordinary publicity that Dana Skillman  arranged for 
the Ball to receive from all the local media. We had many opportunities to 
get the word out about the Ball and where the funds are allocated.  We are 
grateful for all the coverage the media gave us. 
 

The list of who needs to be thanked is long, and if your name was not 

specifically mentioned and you had anything to do with Red Carpet 
Ball  and its successéthank you from the bottom of our hearts. 

  
The glitz and glamour have come to an end for 2011ébut we hope the 
memories will last forever.  
 

With heartfelt gratitude, 
Tricia Wiggs and Letha Bowen 

2011 Red Carpet Ball  Co-Chairs 

Photo courtesy of BSCENE Magazine 

JSL members and guests enjoy the 

JSL Walk of Fame  dance, 

Saturday, March 5th at Harvey Hall. 


