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General Meeting 

and 

New Member Information 

Thursday, April 23, 7:00 pm 

Green Acres Baptist Church—Choir Room 

607 Troop Highway 

Don’t Miss The Last Meeting of the Year 

Featuring a “Moonlight Serenade” 

Presented by the 35-member 

REMINDER: This is the last General Meeting of the year.  To maintain 
active status, all members are required to attend 2 meetings a year. This 
evening event is sure to entertain everyone—so mark your calendars. See 

you there! 

The East Texas Men In Harmony is comprised of men from all over the East 

Texas area, representing 17 towns in the Greater Tyler area. The members 

come from all walks of life--medical professionals, engineers, aircraft 

mechanics, and several guys who retired so long ago, they don't remember 

what they did for a living!  Visit their website for more information: 

www.etmih.com. 
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President’s Corner 
Dear WSL Members, 

Which season is your favorite?  Out of the four seasons, spring is my favorite!  Spring is in the 
air and Tyler is in full bloom.  I believe Vivaldi would have wanted Azaleas to be the official 
flower of Venice!  

With spring arrives the Texas Association for Symphony Orchestrasô 41st Annual Conference 
in Abilene, April 16 ï 19, 2009. During this yearôs conference, the Womenôs Symphony 
League of Tyler will have the distinct honor of receiving five awards in the areas of education, 
fundraising and service.  Another high point of the conference will be applauding President-
elect LaVerne Gollob as she accepts the  ñGavel of Governance,ò and takes the helm as 
President of TASO for the 2009-2010 year.  

I hope all of you were part of the ñSold Outò crowd to hear world-renowned violinist Itzhak 
Perlman performing Beethovenôs violin concerto on April 4.  What a thrilling concert and 
experience! 

Please make plans to attend our final general meeting featuring East Texas Men In 
Harmonyôs ñMoonlight Serenade,ò on April 23, 7:00 pm, at Green Acres Baptist Church.  

This ensemble, comprised of 25 male voices singing in barbershop harmony, is sure to be a crowd pleaser and guarantees to end 
our year on a very harmonious note. 

Donôt miss the last opportunity of the season to hear great symphonic music as ETSO presents the music of Aaron Copland and 
the spectacular photography of James Westwater in the grand finale of the 65th Anniversary season, Saturday, April 25, 7:30 pm.   

 
As always, 

See you at the Gonfalone!  

Joi 

WSL New Member Class of 2008-2009  
Play Bill ð Favorite Hymns 

How Great Thou Art  - 16 

It Is Well With My Soul 

Because He Lives 

Thereôs A Sweet ,Sweet Spirit in This Place 

He Lives  

Lift High the Cross 

Love One Another 

Amazing Grace - 14 

Your Grace Still Amazes Me 

Jesus Loves Me 

Bless the Lord Oh My Soul 

On Holy Ground 

The Prayer of St. Francis 

The King of Glory In the Garden 

I know That My Redeemer Lives 

Our God is an Awesome God 

Great is Thy Faithfulness 

Come Just As You Are 

For The Beauty of the Earth 

Just As I Am 

Thank You Lord  

Vivaldi and the Four Seasons—Spring 

With the ETSO season coming to a 
close, it seems only fitting for WSL 
to bid farewell to Viva Vivaldi ~ Viva 
Venice! with a translation of the 
sonnet "Spring."  The bolded words 
in the sonnet are represented in 
Vivaldi's music and the numbers to 
the left of the stanzas indicate in 
which movement of his Concerto 
No. 1 you can hear the scenes 
described. 

1 Joyful Spring has arrived, 
The birds welcome it with their happy songs, 
And the brooks in the gentle breezes 
Flow with a sweet murmur. 
  
The sky is covered with a black mantle, 
Thunder and lightning announce a storm. 
When they are silent, the birds 
Take up again their harmonious songs. 
  

2 And in the flower-rich meadow, 
To the gentle murmur of leaves and plants 
The goatherd sleeps, his faithful dog at his side. 
  

3 To the merry sounds of a rustic bagpipe 
Nymphs and shepherds dance in their beloved spot 
When Spring appears in its brilliance. 
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Young Peoples Series 

WSL Partners with TISD to Promote the Arts 

On Wednesday, February 4, members of WSL, ETSO and TISD cut the 
ribbon to open the Caldwell Auditorium Art Gallery, the culmination of a 
dream shared by the TISD Director of Visual and Performing Arts, George 
Faber, and the President of WSL, Joi Smith.  WSL provided funds for the 
permanent hardware on which to display artwork on the walls.   

The opening exhibit's theme was based on Vivaldi's Ring of Mystery which 
was to be performed the February 5-7 for the ETSO's Young Peoples 

Series at Caldwell Auditorium.  
The creative and colorful artwork 
of students of all ages was 
displayed and included a 
wonderful collage of masks as 
well as several groupings of 
paintings with a Venetian theme. 

Dr. Faber presented Joi Smith with a plaque in recognition of WSL's 
generous support and contributions to TISD. 

Young Peoples Series 
2009 

During February 5-7, ETSO 
presented 6 concerts of Vivaldi's 
Ring of Mystery with the theatrical 
group Classical Kids Live! to 
several thousand students, 
teachers, youngsters and adults.  
This year an additional  day of  
school concerts was included so 
that TISD middle and high school 
music students could attend.  

On Saturday, February 7, the 

ETSO and Classical Kids Live! 

presented the same performance 

at the Family Concert.  After the 

Family Concert, the JSL served 

cookies and juice outside to an 

enthusiastic crowd.  The event 

culminated in the Caldwell 

Cafetorium with the annual Meet 

the Instruments. 

Pre-concert week activities 

included Story Hour at the Tyler 

Library. 

1) Enthusiastic School 

Concert attendee sporting 
a Venetian mask. 

2) A plus to Meeting the 

Instruments includes 

meeting the musicians. 

3) An eager group of students 

waiting to go into Caldwell 
Auditorium 

4) A young Family Concert-

goer choosing her juice 
and cookies. 

Stay Up-to-Date with 

Womenôs Symphony League 

www.wsltyler.org 
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2009 Symphony League Ball 

Highlights from 
The WSL Benefit Ball 

Venetian Gift Boxes Grand Prize, 
donated by Ramsey Fritz Jewels,  

WinnerðBrandi Lamberth  
 
Benefit Drawing Winners: 

 
The Venetian Las Vegas Getaway, 
underwritten by Classic Tyler Motors-

Mercedes Benz, WinnerðBrian Hancock 
 
The JudeFrances 18k gold and diamond 

ring, donated by Susan Robinson Fine 
Jewelry, WinnerðDon Garrett  
 

 
 
Our Carnival of Venice Ball was a 

beautiful event. Thank-you to everyone 
who supported us and the ball with good 
wishes, donations, time, and attendance. 

 
Grazie & Arrivederci! 
 

Sharon Eiche and George Ann Reed 
Co-Chairmen of the 2009 Womenôs 
Symphony League Benefit Ball  

Courtesy photos 
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Gonfolone 

Horizons Widened by WSL Gonfolone  

Who among us prior to the 2008-2009 season knew what a gonfolone was?  We can all thank President Joi Smith 
for widening our horizons with the banner emblazoned with her coat of arms custom-designed by Bailie 

Waters.  According to Wikepdia on-line, "the ... gonfalone (from the early Italian 
confalone), is a long flag or banner, often pointed, swallow-tailed, or with several 
streamers, and suspended from a crossbar. It was first adopted by Italian medieval 
communes, and, later, by local Guilds, Corporations and Districts.  It can be 
designed with a badge or coat of arms, or ornamented with a fancy design. Today 
every Italian municipality has a gonfalone sporting its coat of arms."  

In Her Own Words . . . Artist Bailie Waters 

Note:  Bailie Waters is the talented young artist who created Joi's eye-catching and elegant gonfolone as well as the exquisite 

graphic on the Games Day/Evening invitations.  She is currently working with WSL President-elect Joyce Hudnall to create 

the 2009-2010 banner.  We asked Bailie to give us some information about herself and her art. 

ñI am a freshman studying graphic design at the University of North Texas. I graduated as part of the Distinguished 
Program in high school from Robert E. Lee in Tyler, Texas, where I took several AP Art classes. I have always 
loved art and I've been creating it for as long as I can remember; however, recently 
I've found great enjoyment in creating artwork for other people, and working 
alongside clients to put their ideas and visions on paper. This is something that I 
can see myself doing for the rest of my life.  My goal is to hopefully work for a 
graphic design agency so that I can fulfill this dream.  

ñLast year I helped create the 'Viva Vivaldi, Viva Venice' lion logo, as well as the 
picture for the Games Day/Evening invitation. Both processes were a lot of fun, as 
well as a great experience. After the decision for the 2008-2009 theme was 
decided, a direction for the logo was fairly easy to spot. The lion in the logo is St. 
Mark's winged lion, and is prominently displayed all around Venice and is on the 
flag. For the Games Day/Evening invitation the same Venice theme was carried 

through and the Venetian flag was actually 
incorporated in the background. The women 
playing the games were drawn wearing 
masquerade style clothing, sporting large feathered hats, masks and 
headdresses.  

ñThe logo for the 2009-2010 theme; "Symphony, a Classic Celebration" is 
being designed to evoke the classic and enduring sense of the Women's 
Symphony League. I have greatly enjoyed working with the leaders of this 
organization and I look forward to hopefully working with these lovely women 
for many years to come.ò 

REIMBURSEMENT 

REMINDER 

All receipts for reimbursement 

must be turned in to Susan 

Bracken no later than Friday, 

May 15.   

Anything not received by this 

date will be considered a dona-

tion.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Susan at 

susan@ashleybracken.com or 

903-597-4700. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DEADLINE 

Membership Packets were mailed March 30, and 
should have been received in homes by April 1, 2009. 

Complete the forms and send to  
Bonnie Palmer, VP Membership, 526 Fair Lane, Tyler, 
Texas 75701 

Membership renewal forms are due by May 1, 2009. 

If you have any questions, or if you have not received 
your Membership packet, please call Bonnie Palmer, 
VP of Membership,  

at 903-520-1180 or email her at 
SBPalmer@suddenlink.net  Above: The 2008-2009 WSL 

Gonfolone 
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Activities 
Kudosé 

Many thanks to the wondrous women of WSL that made our winter season so full of fun and festivities.  Mary 
Gammell and Mary Meyers just went Bunco with the Games of 2009.  What a success!  Donna Johnson, Liz Snider, 
Angie Coleman, Janet Dougherty and the JSL rolled out the red carpet for Classical Kids Live! and received rave 
reviews from the students, teachers and parents. Thanks to Marla Jasper and Lisa Webb; great music and amazing 
cookies made Café Venice the place to be. Does anyone know what pop group made the theme from the 
Rachmaninoff piano concerto popular in the ó70ôs?  Thanks ETSO for bringing Elena and her artistry to town.  
George Ann, Sharon, Janet and Joan, how can we possibly thank you enough for such a beautiful Ball?  One step 
into the Ballroom and you felt you were in Venice. Many pictures and lasting memories were made in front of the 
Venetian window and everyone enjoyed the fabulous Venetian buffet.  
Thank you Chairmen for a truly wonderful winter season! 

Joi 
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Youth News 
60 JSL Seniors Receive Windsor Award 

Congratulations to the following members of the Class of 2009 JSL Seniors who 
exceeded our expectations with their achievement and were awarded the Gertrude 
Windsor Distinguished Service Award at the Senior Awards Dinner, March 5, 2009: 

Clayton Anderson, Julia Arnold, Kristen Barbee, Bethany Barton, Scott Bedgood, Claudia Bowen, Dillon 
Buhrkuhl, Lauren Callender, Candace Campsey, Hunter Carr, Carlie Castagno, Abigail Clarke, Chelsea 
Dickerson,  Michelle Dougherty, Cal Easley, Caroline Eppler,  Travis Gerard,  Dallas GôSell, Clayton Haas, 

Kaylan Hagan, Ashleigh Hancock, Bryson Hancock, Collin Hanks, Allison Hardy, Justin Harris, Meredith 
Harris, Meghan Jackson, Beth Jasper, Kristin Johnson, Blake Jones, Chaning Jones, Maggi Jones, 
Catherine Kingry, Lexie Massing, Heath Mayo, Beth Ann McCloskey, Emily McGee, Matthew Monigold, 

Michael Mueller, Christina Norton, Kaitlyn Patterson, Lindsay Pennell, Rachel Pratas, Archer Ramey, 
Ryan Riley, Ryan Roberts, Holly Robertson, Mallory Robinson, Dadrienne Rowell, Alexandra Sampson, 
Lacey Sarver, Rachel Saunders, Katelyn Sepmoree, Phillip Shafer, Adam Solomon, Hunter Sullivan, 

Taylor Tennison, Jenni Terry, Alex Vander Vorste, Paige Wells. 

JSL Alex Fleming Memorial Monster Bowl Sets Fundraising Record 
The Junior Symphony League is thrilled to announce that the Alex Fleming Memorial Monster Bowl raised a record 
$15,917.23 amount.  Karen Michaels, Vickie Cooper and their committee organized the October 26th, 2008 cos-
tumed bowling event.  The Junior and Senior members of JSL raised the donations in the 5th Bowl-A-Thon with un-
derwriting by many of our WSL members.  Tyler Youth Orchestra scholarships and WSL music education programs 
will benefit directly from these funds.  Way to go JSL!! 
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Youth News 

 

ETSOA Executive Directorôs Remarks to JSL—March 5 

. . . Our local symphony family is motivated by associations with orchestras nationwide and 
strengthened by the integral sum of local energyéEnergy unique to Tyler and specific to the 
Womenôs Symphony League!  And what better model for our Junior Symphony League students 

than to learn by this example; appreciation of classical music, volunteerism, leadership and the 
strength of the impact of the arts.  Our audiences and patrons of tomorrow have begun their 
journey, connecting the generations.  Thank you, JSL, dedicated mothers, supportive fathers, and 

energetic students; your vigor enhances our symphony mission.  Your promises have been well 
kept and the vitality of your spirit of giving endures. We fully appreciate your exemplary 
commitment to the East Texas Symphony Orchestra!!! 

Nancy B. Wrenn  

Final Tyler Youth Orchestra Concert Scheduled 

The final concert for TYO will be Sunday, May 3rd at TJC Wise auditorium at 
4pm, featuring TYO Concerto Competition winner Emily Williams performing 
Vivaldi's Concerto for Violin in a minor op. 3, no. 6. 

Two outstanding senior Alex Fleming scholarship winners will be announced. 

They are David Moody (cello) and Laura Rudolph (flute). Our other graduating 

seniors will also be introduced. Music has played an important role in the lives of 

the six graduating seniors who have been in the TYO. 

Jean Paul Destarac raised $45,000 for a Guatemalan cancer patient by releas-
ing his saxophone CD.  He also plays in T.K.Gorman's Band.  

Kristin Johnson has auditioned and been awarded a Music Scholarship to 
SNU. She has played in the All-Region orchestra and in the R.E. Lee Symphonic 
& Chamber Orchestras. She is also a National Merit Scholar. 

Chaning Jones was the Concerto Winner for the TYO, and has played in the 
Chamber and Symphonic Orchestras at R.E. Lee. She has also played with the 
ETSO in the Side-By-Side Program and been in All-Region. 

David Moody is a winner of the TYO Brass & Winds Alex Fleming Scholarship. 
He has played in Bullard's Band, All Region and All State Band. 

Laura Rudolf is a TYO Brass & Winds Alex Fleming Scholarship Winner. She 
has played in Bullard's Band, All Region, All State and the ETSO Side-By-Side 
Program. 

Bijan Stephens is at T.K.Gorman and is a National Merit Scholar. He has played 
in ATSSD and Symphonic Band. 

TYO Spring Auditions 

Announced 

The spring auditions will be held 

Saturday, April 18th at TJC Wise cultural 
arts center from 10am-3pm. For more 
information and to schedule an audition, 

call 903-597-4TYO.  Please visit the 
website: tyleryouthorchestra.org to 
download an audition form and to read 

up on helpful hints. 

The Twelfth Annual Noted Circle Dinner was held 
Sunday, February 22, 2009.  This year's honoree 
was Julie Simpson, a noted Tyler string pedagogue 
and former music director of the Tyler Youth Or-
chestra.  Presenting the award; Donna Johnson and 
Greg Murphy. 

Despite Cold . . . 

TYO Golf Tournament a Success 

The second annual TYO golf tournament on Saturday, 

March 28 was a success for the second year even though 

the wind chill was about 25 degrees. Everyone showed up 

and had a great time. The ball drop raised over $1700. The 

two TYO students who sold the most golf balls and won a 

helicopter ride were: Taylor Williams and Bethany Gray. 

The TYO appreciates the continued support of the WSL. 

Through this support we are able to fund our tuition 

assistant and scholarship programs. 
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ETSO 
April Concertð"A Love for the Land" 

The East Texas Symphony Orchestra concludes its 65th Season on April 25th with a celebration of America.  The 
orchestraôs final subscription concert of the year is titled ñA Love for the Land.ò  Per Brevig and the East Texas 
Symphony Orchestra will be joined by photographer 
James Westwater for a multimedia experience.   

Some of Mr. Westwaterôs most striking photography of 
our country will be projected on three giant screens 
above the orchestra, choreographed to the music of 
Aaron Copland.  The orchestra will perform both 
Coplandôs ñFanfare for the Common Manò and 
ñAppalachian Springò.  The latter contains the familiar 
melody ñSimple Giftsò which is well known through its 
use in television advertising.  This All-American concert 
also includes Richard Danielpourôs tribute to New York 
City, ñToward the Splendid Cityò and Ferde Grofeôs 
picturesque ñGrand Canyon Suite.ò   

The concert is at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 25, at UT Tyler Cowan Center.  Tickets are available through 

www.ETSO.org and at the Cowan Center Box Office, 903-566-7424. 

Feeding the Body, Feeding the Soul 

At the April 25 concert, ñA Love for the Land,ò the East Texas Symphony Orchestra is joining with the East Texas Food Bank 
for a special project called ñFeeding the Body, Feeding the Soulò.   

The East Texas Food Bank will be at the concert, collecting non-perishable food items.  This effort is part of a national 

program supported by the League of American Orchestras and food banks across the country called ñOrchestras Feeding 

Americaò.  You may bring your food donations to the April 25 ETSO concert or visit www.ETSO.org to go shopping for food 

in a virtual food drive.  Help the ETSO help others by supporting ñFeeding the Body, Feeding the Soul.ò 

Symphony on the Square—July 3 
Mark your Calendar now for a special concert event taking place on 
Friday, July 3 at 7 pm.  You are invited downtown for Symphony on the 
Square.  Celebrating the relocation of the ETSO offices downtown and the 
renovation of the Liberty Theatre, Symphony on the Square will feature 
Per Brevig and members of the East Texas Symphony Orchestra 
performing along with special guest artists Caribbean Sound.  This 10 
piece steel drum ensemble from Florida will help set a festive mood for the 
Independence Day weekend.  The concert also will include a performance 
of Tchaikovskyôs 1812 Overture with cannons.  More details will be coming 
on this truly special event. 

Give Me Liberty! Campaign 

Speaking of the Liberty, you have a chance to be a part of this historic 
project as the East Texas Symphony Orchestra and the City of Tyler work 
together to bring this downtown venue back to life.  ñGive Me Liberty!ò is 
the title of a new campaign that invites you to sponsor a seat in the new 
theater.  While the full orchestra concerts will remain at the Cowan Center, 
the Liberty will be an intimate performance space that will allow the ETSO 
to present more diverse programs.  Visit www.LibertyTyler.com for more 
information or to download a sponsor form.   
 

http://www.etso.org/


May (cont) 
 

¶ May 7 (Thursday), 11:00 am 

JOINT BOARD MEETING 

Home of Helen Israel 
 

¶ May 15 (Friday) 

Deadline for submission of newsletter articles 

Deadline for turning in receipts for reimbursement 

 

June 
¶ June 9-12 

League of American Orchestras Conference—Chicago 

July 
¶ July 3 (Friday) 

ETSO Symphony on the Square  

 

 

* Check page 44 of Handbook for details & venues 

April 
 

¶ April 16-19  

 TASO Conference—Abilene 
 

¶ April 23 (Thursday), 7:00 pm 

 GENERAL MEETING (evening) 

New Member Information 

East Texas Men in Harmony—”Moonlight Serenade” 
 

¶ April 25 (Saturday), 7:30 pm 

ETSO Concert 

The Clarity of Copland—James Westwater 
 

May 
 

¶ May 1 (Friday), Deadline for WSL dues and 

information sheets 

¶ May 3 (Sunday), TYO Concert, 4:00 pm 

TJC Wise Auditorium 

 

Dates to Remember... 
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P.O. Box 6823 
                              Tyler, Texas  75711 
                              www.wsltyler.org 

WSL Mission: 
To support and promote the 

growth of the 
East Texas Symphony Orchestra 

and to encourage music education 
within our community. 


